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Present Discontents] that has sown the utmost discord between that
faction and the supporters of the Bill of Rights. Mrs Macaulay
has written against it. In Parliament their numbers are shrunk to
nothing, and the session is ending very triumphantly for the Court.
That North had not taken long to consolidate his position is
clearly seen from a letter which Barrington, the Secretary for
War, sent to his friend Sir Andrew Mitchell on April 24th :
• Though I can send you no very agreeable account of what is doing
here, I can say with truth that in my opinion things are in many
respects better than they were. Lord North bids fairer for making
an able and good Minister than any man we have had a great
while, Lord Chatham excepted, whose conduct this winter has
cancelled many of the obligations this country owed him for his
services in administration. I think that our heats are subsiding, and
that men are coming to their senses.
When the parliamentary session terminated on May ipth North
could look back on his first attempt at political leadership with a
f
ood deal of satisfaction. He had survived defeat on all measures of
rst-rate importance. He had allowed Wilkes's champions to talk
as much as they liked, but had not truckled to them. He had
persuaded' Parliament to increase the Civil List by a sum of
£ 100,000 a year and to pay the royal debts amounting to roughly
j£6oo,ooo. He had removed the duties [with the exception of
those on tea] which Charles Townshend had put on imports
into the North American colonies.
The debate on the increase of the Civil List and the payment
of the King's debts had produced a good deal of angry talk from
the benches of the Opposition. Why was the King in debt?
He lived simply: he did not entertain lavishly—in fact he did
not entertain at all: he had not spent any great sums on building
works. And were the Government prepared to give the details
of the debts ? Opposition speakers hoped that North could be
lured into a trap which would reveal something of the extent
of the bribery and corruption alleged to have been practised by
the Court.
But they were bitterly disappointed. Throughout North
remained urbanely oblivious to die criticism of his opponents.
Their sarcasm was silenced by witty pleasantries: their arguments
by counter-arguments. North's tactful handling of the House
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